Online Gay Dating Safety 


Much as | think online dating services are a great way to meet men, there is to a degree a 
darker side to these places. But then, you could also say the same about any other place that 
men go to meet other men. 


However, one of the things about online dating services, pick up spots, chat lines and other 
similar places, is that quite often one is given either complete anonymity or the sense of 
anonymity. 


Being anonymous can be nice, but with it comes an element of risk when it comes to finding 
dates online. 


Personally, | have never had any major problems arise from meeting with guys that I've found 
on the Internet. 


One of the reasons for such good fortune is because I've always used a pretty selective process 
in just who I'll meet. I'll admit that | haven't always gone out with great guys as a result but | 
have been able to eliminate the truly questionable guys. 


Lets face it; all sorts of people log onto the Internet and some of those people are just plain 
creepy to say the least. 


| do know people that haven't been as lucky as me. Fortunately, none of them met with actual 
violence. They did receive threats though; which was scary enough. 


I've read a lot of "rules for dating safely" and here's the problem | have with most of 
them... They're mostly one sided. 


For instance, it's a little much to expect a guy to give you their phone number, (home and/or 
work) so that you can verify their story and existence, if you're not willing to do the same. A lot 
of these tips or "rules" tell you to do just that -- get their info but don't give out your's. 


Here's my general rule of thumb...If you're not willing to divulge some aspect of your life or a 
specific about yourself; don't expect to receive that type of information from the other guy. 


The best piece of advice | can give you and one of the few hard and fast "dating safety rules" 
that I'll give, is to use your best judgment and exercise some common sense; regardless of how 
you meet other men. 


Other Safety Tips You Might Want To Consider: 


e Ask for a recent photo of the guy; if you've got questions in your mind ask for photo ID. 


A friend of mine was starting to have serious questions about a guy they had been chatting to 
online...When asked for photo ID, the guy emailed my friend an obviously doctored driver's 
license. The friend decided not to meet the guy and the threats started pouring in... 

e Agree to meet in a mutually chosen location; one that has a lot of other people around. 


e Let someone know that you're going on a date with someone you've just met. Give them, (a 
friend possibly) the "Who, What, Where, When" details. 


e Write the details of your date down on a piece of paper and stick it to your fridge or someplace 
that people will find if the worst actually happens. 


e Try and find out a little about the other guys background or life; that way you can look for any 
inconsistencies either before or during the actual date. 


e Don't go someplace or do something that you're not comfortable with. 


e Trust your gut instincts! If something feels or sounds fishy; don't ignore it. Actually, this rule 
isn't optional -- this is the second hard and fast rule that I'll give. 


Remember, going on a date and meeting guys online is supposed to be fun but be careful out 
there so that you can keep on having fun meeting neat, interesting and sexy guys. 
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